County, developer reach agreement on Fillmore music hall

By Jennifer Deseo, The Slver Spring Penguin | Nov 13, 2009

Stick a fork in it — negotiations to buildRllmore music hall in downtown Silver Sprirage done. Or as
MoCo exedke Leggettexclaimed after a town-hall meeting Thursday niglts done, done, done!”

“We are moving in Silver Spring,” he told about Iople huddled in a Takoma Park school cafetana!ll
get those things done to improve the quality &.1if

The county’dong-awaiteddeal with the_ee Development Group (LDGheans plans to build ti&olesville
Roadvenue can lurch into the design and developmestgai_eggett spelled out to The Penguin. Expect a
shovel in the dirt sometime next year, he saidctalutly.

So what the hell was with all these negotiationgaay? It's complicated, Leggett said, and full ofes and
takes on both sides of the table. On the surfab& kurrenders a former JC Penney department-sterers
Colesville, valued at $3.5 million, on which thenue will be constructed. The company also putsbid0$000
worth of “management services” to oversee constnaif the concert hall.

LDG made other concessions, according to Leggetthé didn’t specify what those were.

In exchange, the 32,000 square-foot venue court®@&ss required public-space contribution for the
company’darger development projeon an adjacent lot. Designs for that still-unkngwaoject and those for

the music hall will be presented to the counpl@nning boards a package deal, Leggett explained, though he
didn’t know when that would happen.

For the county’s part, it (read: we) picks up thle for the music hall’'s design, development andhallstuff
that happens before it hits the planning board&kd&hat kind of action adds up to millions of @odl, Leggett
indicated. After all is said and done, the counily ewn the building and collect rent from concpromoter
Live Nation which signed a lease danuary

Surprisingly, Leggett’s declaration of the donelakapped at the tail end of his town-hall meetiafjer local
residents petitioned foent relief an end to smart growtlandspace for teens in downtown Silver Spridagd
the announcement came only in response to theraysnast question.

Members of Silver Spring’sitizens advisory boardtho were at the meeting were generally pleasé@ao that
the project can move forward, but Leggett’'s negmtnaskills left abad taste in some mouths




“This agreement shows that if the county execudiveé some private developer want to conduct private
negotiations, they can,” board member Phil Olivietiil The Penguin. Questions about pre- and pastrgific,
crowd control and the venue’s liquor sales welewstanswered, he said.

Still, Olivetti said he looked forward to scoringliirst ticket to a gig there. Rock on, bro.
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